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E ditorial. Looking back and tomorrow’s history. 

2022 sees a welcome return of Charlestown’s Regatta after a two year break because of Covid. The 

cancelled 2021 event should have been the 50th anniversary since its modern revival but that mile-

stone will instead be celebrated this July. During the usual events, there will be  an exhibition looking 

back at the history of the Regatta as well as a reunion 

for all the past Regatta Queens.  We are also marking 

the anniversary in this issue of Digest with a look back 

at significant milestones and highlights from the Re-

gatta’s previous five decades.  

 

Another event of note this summer was the Queen’s 

Platinum jubilee where, in early June,  the beacon 

lighting and several street parties brought people 

together as the village celebrated and gave thanks for 

70 years of Queen Elizabeth’s reign.  

 

 

The way the village has celebrated royal occasions in the past was 

another opportunity to look back into our archive where we have 

many photographs from past street parties and events in support of 

our Monarch. So whilst the Platinum jubilee was a moment in time to 

thank the Queen for her service to our country, it is also a reminder 

that these very events are making our future history. To that end, I 

was very pleased to add many new photos to our archive so that they 

can be preserved and enjoyed by those that may wish to look back 

tomorrow.  

 

With an article on how the railway never quite got to Charlestown and 

the latest instalment in the story of the search of the Duporth cup, as 

well as our usual features, I hope you enjoy this issue of Digest. 

 

 Andy Trudgian  

      Editor  
 Contact us :  

curator@charlestownhistorygroup.com 

The Quarterly Historical Journal from  

The Charlestown History Group 

Looking back :  Water polo match during 

Regatta Day in the early 70s (1) 

Tomorrow’s history : Beacon 

and fireworks for Platinum 

Jubilee 2022 



H ow the iron horse bucked Charlestown.                            by Pete Hancock 

Since its inception the village had been dependent on the vagaries of sea and road transport. Ore from the local mines, and subse-
quently china clay, had to be carried to the port via roads and tracks, often muddy and rutted, then transhipped to their destinations. 
The main road into the village was made particularly wide for this purpose. Similarly, imported goods such as timber, limestone and 
coal had to make the opposite, and more arduous uphill journey. However, with the advent of the Industrial Revolution, another pos-
sibility manifested, a railway link. 
 
 Although there had previously been piecemeal railway lines in the county in a variety of gauges, including the 4-foot gauge 
Redruth & Chasewater mineral railway built in 1824, the main line – initially broad gauge (at 7') – was extended down through Corn-
wall after the opening of the Royal Albert Bridge at Saltash in 1859. This in itself had a dramatic effect on the village, effectively 
cutting off Holmbush with an embankment and requiring a new access road to be constructed running beneath a railway bridge. The 
old road that had run from Church Lane (Road) and turned downhill near the ropewalk to the present day vets was terminated, and 
Church Lane itself extended with a broad corner to join what had been Galloping Lane, the old access road to Crinnis and its mines. 
Also, part of the course of the Charlestown leat that had followed the proposed route of the track had to be diverted. 

 
 Wide enough for two broad gauge tracks, it would have been comparable with building a modern motorway, but without 
the luxuries of today's amplitudinous earth-moving equipment – or health and safety. When it came to crossing the land owned by 
the Carlyon family, they insisted that a decorative bridge be built at the top of Cypress Avenue, a concession to it being visible from 
Tregrehan Manor. 
 
 As early as 1846 the possibility of linking Charlestown 
with the proposed main line was explored, ensuring a junction 
and sidings would be built. From the outset it was obvious 
that the steep gradient down to the harbour would be a prob-
lem, but taking inspiration from I.K. Brunel's atmospheric rail-
way at Starcross in Devon, all options were left open, includ-
ing a stationary engine to pull trucks up the slope with metal 
ropes, or even a rack railway as used in the Alps. (2) 
 
 Charlestown had to compete with the rival port of 
Pentewan, where Sir Christopher Hawkins had installed a nar-
row-gauge track of 2-ft. 6-in. to link his new harbour to St Aus-
tell as early as 1829. East Crinnis Mine also had a short narrow
-gauge (2' 2") line which might have also provided inspiration. 
A year after opening Pentewan exceeded Charlestown's ex-
ports, so must have been cause for concern. (3) Despite this, 
nothing became of this early proposal. 
 
 Later, when Par and Fowey harbours enjoyed rail links, Charlestown Estate realised they had to be more competitive, so the 
idea was mooted again in 1864, in conjunction with the enlargement and deepening of the harbour. As was normal at the time, the 
emphasis was on moving freight. However, still nothing was actually done, nor after estimates were compiled ten years later, when 
the overall cost came in at £8,691 12s 10d. (2) By then it was clear that the main line would soon be converted to 'standard gauge' (4' 
8½''), a task completed on the Great Western Railway in 1892. 
 
 Fresh plans were drawn up in 1896 which would have seen the line running all the way to the harbour, with a bridge cross-
ing over the 'Parish Road' (Church Lane). The track would then have followed the rope walk down to the village, then a junction 
would have seen a double track running out to a new elevated pier roughly in line with Quay Road, and another double track running 
beneath the cliffs of the western beach. The new outer harbour would have been a substantial structure, broader than Mevagissey's 
outer harbour, with a banjo running east from the sea stack with a lock gate at its mouth. (5) No doubt the costs were prohibitive, 
and the development of the internal combustion engine, improvements to road transport and the application of diesel engines to 
both lorries and coasters would make the whole scheme superfluous. Also, the clay dries at Charlestown were served by an energy-
efficient gravity-fed conduit from the clay works at Carclaze. 
 
 From a modern perspective, when one considers the impact the iron horse had on the appearance of Golant, perhaps it was 
just as well a rail link was never built. Certainly, had any of the schemes come to fruition Charlestown would have become heavily 
industrialised, and be a very different place. 
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Map from 1850s showing the surveyed route of the railway,   

as a black line, to the north of the village (4) 
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C harlestown Regatta. 50 years. Milestones & Highlights             by Sue Facey                  

1974 

After Regatta BBQ began 

at Cliff Park. 

Past Digest issues 1 and 3 have  

articles and photographs detailing 

the modern revival of the Regatta. 
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T he Duporth Cup. The search for Charlestown’s Holy Grail.  

Part 4. Success                                                         by Andy Trudgian  
 
In part 3, when we last left the search for The Duporth Cup, a late c.18th, unique, ceramic item with great significance to the early 
history of the port of Charlestown in Cornwall, the close links between Charlestown’s founder, Charles Rashleigh and a potential 
maker of the cup, Josiah Wedgwood, had been established although the exact origins and current location of the cup was still some-
what of a mystery. 
  
With all previous enquiries as to the cup’s whereabouts drawing blanks, my spirits were much lifted when, just as were going to 
print on part 3, I received the most positive lead so far. Aware of the search, information reached me that the cup may have been 
seen in public at a ceramics lecture in the 1970s. After more detailed investigative work on the Rashleigh family tree and several 
phone calls later, I finally got the news I had been waiting for for so long. 
 
 

“After a two year search and despite times when I was certain that the cup was lost, I found 
out the Duporth Cup did indeed exist and was in safe hands.”   

 
   
With the knowledge that the cup 
was safe, my priority now was to 
meet with the owners to discuss 
what they knew of its background 
and to see if this could help fill in 
the blanks and inconsistencies in  
the story of its origins.  
  
 
Firstly, to the object itself. I finally 
saw the Duporth Cup on a sunny 
day in early summer 2021 after 
having been graciously invited 
into the home of a direct descend-
ent of Charles Rashleigh. Fully 
expecting the object to be blue 
and white as was previously de-
scribed, my first experience of it 
was a total shock. The cup was a 
vibrant maroon colour, without a 
hint of blue. 
 
 
 
 
The cup comes with it’s own deeply recessed saucer and domed lid and fits the dimensions previously given. It could be best de-
scribed as a breakfast cup although perhaps the original intention for its use comes from the name assigned to it by the owners : 
The Charlestown Broth Bowl. The cup is a delicate and dainty object which is surprising light in weight. It has the look and feel of fine 
china with little resemblance to a stoneware piece which its circa 1800 Wedgwood origin would suggest and is much more in keep-
ing with a hard paste porcelain / bone china based ceramic.  
 
Closer examination externally, shows an object elaborately decorated and gold gilded with a white lily like flower adding to the ma-
roon base as the cup’s overall design. Into this are placed five landscape scenes. Three on th e lid on two on the cup itself. The 
scenes show the gradual building of the port; details of the gun battery and Quay Road and Charles Rashleigh’s home at Duporth. 

Continued on page 5... 

2021 image of the Duporth Cup. Certainly not blue ! (6) 



 

 
The Cup is devoid of any makers markings, which is in itself odd and most certainly adds further doubts to the theory that it is a 
Wedgwood piece. This is in contradiction to the story that the current custodians of the cup have as to its origins as their under-
standing is that it was presented by Josiah Wedgwood II (the son of the firm’s founder) direct to Charles Rashleigh. This is also in 
contradiction to the established story that it was port workers who commissioned the object and presented it to Rashleigh.  
 
The landscape scenes on the cup, whilst accomplished, do not fit the standard of the decorators and painters employed by the 
major ceramic producers at that time. Could it have been decorated by an amateur local artist who would have knowledge of the 
area and easy access to reproduce the remarkably accurate landscape scenes shown on the cup ? 
 

Just one of the many question marks and mysteries that still remain around the cup’s true origins and ones that we hope to be 

able to answer as our research continues.  

 

“For the time though, we can celebrate that the Duporth Cup has been found. Success !” 
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from page 4... 

 

 

The spring and early summer has again been a busy time for the group. In late 

April we held our spring walk with a party of 30 people tracing the route and his-

tory of the Charlestown leat as it enters St Austell at Boscoppa before making its 

way to the village via the Sandy river valley. Following the walk there was much 

enthusiasm for the planned follow up which will continue the leat’s journey into 

and around the village itself.  

 

The easing of covid restrictions has allowed our events programme to really 

ramp up. Events are a key part of our fundraising efforts so do please keep an 

eye out what is  planned and support them if you can. Details of events coming 

up can be found on page 6. 

  

The need for funds will soon come into sharper focus as our efforts to restore 

and improve Charlestown’s gun battery start to reach important implementation 

stages. Vegetation clearance and access work has already made a positive impact 

and more tree felling is planned this autumn in preparation for the erection of a 

new flagpole, to replace the one lost, on the site in spring 2023. 

 

If funds permit the flagpole to go ahead, this will kick start a year of events that 

the group are planning to celebrate the bicentennial of Charles Rashleigh’s death 

in 1823. We are already in detailed discussions about a wide range of events to 

pay tribute to Charlestown’s founder and will bring you more details about what 

is planned in future issues of Digest.    

 

Thanks for your continued interest in the group and to everyone who has, so far, 

supported us in some way.  

You can find more information about the work of The Charlestown History Group on our website  
and you can contact us by email.  

curator@charlestownhistorygroup.com 

N ews from the Charlestown History Group   

Spring 2021 versus Summer 2022 showing the 

Battery wall now cleared of vegetation. 

Space limits in this issue means we’ll be bringing you a special feature with more extensive and detailed images of the   
Duporth Cup in a future edition of Digest. 

mailto:curator@charlestownhistorygroup.com
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The Charlestown History Group’s mission is to protect 

and promote the unique and varied history and heritage 

of Charlestown for the benefit of current and future 

generations.  
 

We can do even more with your help, please do get involved, 

here’s how : 

• Join us by becoming a member of the group. 

• Join us at one of our events. 

• Volunteer your time to help us. Maybe helping us in the 
Archive or on a outside work day. All help is welcome. 

• Follow us on social media and keep on top of what is going 
on and what is planned.  

• Contribute relevant historical material to the community 
archive and library, where it will be protected for the ben-
efit of current and future generations. 

• Undertake historical research and add it to the history of 
Charlestown. 

• Submit a relevant historical article for publication in a fu-
ture issue of Digest. 

• Make a Just Giving donation to help us fund our work. 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/charlestown-history-
group 

Community Archive Update 

The Charlestown Community History Archive and Library, is 
open between 10am and noon every Tuesday. 

References 

(1) Charlestown History Group Archive. CHG/P1594 

(2) Charlestown. The History of a Cornish Seaport. Richard & Brid-
get Larn 1994 

(3) The Pentewan Railway 1829 – 1918, M. J. T Lewis. 1960  
(4) Charlestown History Group Archive. CHG/M4 

(5) Charlestown History Group Archive. CHG/P1570 

 

 

 

 
 

Uncover Charlestown’s History Treasures 

 Digest is available quarterly to our members in January, April, July 

and October. It is made available to the public, free of charge, a 

month later. Download past and current issues of Digest from: 

charlestownhistorygroup.com/digest/ 

Facebook Instagram 

Follow us :   Help us :   

Membership Donate 

“Battery Recharge” 
Sunday 4th December 2022. 10am-1pm. 

Join us for a few hours helping to plant trees and clear vegeta-

tion of the path leading to the Battery site. Your hard work will 

be rewarded by a warming mug of soup and refreshments after-

wards. Please bring gloves, spades, loppers, secateurs etc & 

wear suitable clothing. Meeting at Coastguard Lane at 10am. 

Finish up in The Galley for 12.30pm.  

F  orthcoming Events Programme                                                          

History Treasure Hunt  
Sunday 25th September 2022.  3-3.30 pm. 

A fun approx. 90 minute stroll at your own pace around the 

village uncovering history treasures.  

Staggered starts from the Galley, Charlestown between             

3 and 3.30pm 

G et involved 

Christmas Fun Quiz and CHG Social 
Thursday 24th November 2022. 7pm.  

Come along to the Pattern Hall for a fun evening of quizzing. The 

half time refreshments break will be a chance to catch up on the 

work of the CHG and ask any questions you may have.  

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/charlestown-history-group
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/charlestown-history-group
https://www.facebook.com/charlestownhistory/
https://www.instagram.com/charlestownhistorygroup/
https://www.charlestownhistorygroup.com/membership
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/charlestown-history-group

