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E ditorial. Sign of the times.  

Signs and adverts and the information they contain are an important part of understanding and re-

cording history. There is a factuality to them that removes conjecture and particularly with adverts, 

they can help fix things in time providing an indisputable link to our past. 

 

The community archive and library recognises the 

importance of these objects and have set up a dedi-

cated section to preserve them. Already we have 

items which give us insight on a diverse range of 

topics, from the original names of local roads and 

buildings to the price of coal in the 1950s. The new-

est addition to the collection, pictured below, is 

from 2020 and whilst being a sign that we are all 

glad to see the back of, remains on record and 

forms an equally important part of village history. 

The theme of signs continues in this issue with an 

update on a previous item explored in digest: The 

Charlestown leat sign.  

 

This, along with pieces on the history of the Wil-

liams family in Charlestown and a further article 

questioning the makeup of the original late c18th. 

cannon used at the gun battery, I hope you find 

much of interest and enjoyment in this latest issue. 

 

 
Andy Trudgian—Editor  

The Quarterly Historical Journal from  

The Charlestown History Group 

Also gone. Covid sign in 2020 (2) 

Long gone. Sign at the farm (1) 

 Contact us :  

curator@charlestownhistorygroup.com 

 Digest is available quarterly to our members in 

January, April, July and October. It is made availa-

ble to the public, free of charge, a month later. 

Download past and current issues of Digest from: 

charlestownhistorygroup.com/digest/ 

https://charlestownhistorygroup.com/digest/


P ascoe Williams and the Williams Family.                           by Chris Williams 

The following is the record of our family connection with Charlestown from the early 1800’s.  
 
On the 27th of December 1745 my great great great grandfather Richard Williams was born in the parish of St Austell and on the 18th 
May 1795 he married Grace Phillips of St Austell and at some time appears to have been employed at Charlestown. On January 1st 
1809 their son John Williams was born in Polmear and although the information is a little scant, on the 9th August 1828 John Williams 
married Jane Wendon Masters and is registered as a Dock Labourer, Dock Porter, Pilot Mariner (fisherman). This information was 
passed on by a distant relative, now deceased, who spent many years trawling through old church records tracing her own family 
history. John & Jane Williams had four children and the record on the Find My Past website lists their children as Edwin, Mary, Pas-
coe (born 16th October 1849), and Emma, place of birth Charlestown, they appeared to have had sufficient income to send Pascoe to 
school.  
 
Some years ago, I was lucky to find in the Cornwall archives, Pascoe’s obitu-
ary and his biographer gave us his life history and states that at 14, the day 
he left school he walked onto the docks signing on a cargo vessel and so 
started his long association with the sea. 
 
They regularly sailed to the Mediterranean and in 1871 during the Franco-
Prussian War they were in Marseilles when the Germans entered Paris (the 
German Siege of Paris lasted from 19th Sept 1870 to the 28th Jan 1871). Their 
ship was seized and placed under armed guard.  
 
Pascoe was a good cook and he and his colleagues got on well with their 
guards, so one night he cooked them a hearty meal, they plied them with 
wine until eventually they dropped off to sleep. They placed their guards on 
the dock side to sleep it off, having deliberately chosen a night with no moon, 
they quietly slipped away evading the shore batteries in the pitch dark’ quite 
a feat of seamanship and made their escape, this was just one of Pascoe’s 
exploits.  
 
In the 1870’s he started courting Catherine Crowle from Holmbush, her fa-
ther was John Crowle, Mother May and siblings Elizabeth, Thomas & John 
junior, for whatever reason in 1874 they eloped to Swansea and were mar-
ried on 21st May 1874. They went on to have 5 children, Janie born 1876, 
became a Charlestown school mistress before marrying a John Whitefield the 
captain of a deep sea sailing vessel and sailed the world with John bringing up 
their two boys onboard, they retired to Bideford and she Janie died in 1962 
aged 82. 
 
 
Next was Harry born in 1879, he became a monumental mason with Downey & Watts in Truro Rd, St Austell and when they retired, 
he took over the business setting up Williams & Giles.  
 
The next was John better known as Jack born in 1881, served an apprenticeship in Charlestown Engineering before marrying and 
moving to Camborne.  
 
Next was Pascoe junior born 1885 he was a wheelwright but sadly died of tuberculosis.  
 
Lastly my grandfather George Williams was born in 1889 and up until the first world war ran a team of horses on the clay wagons. At 
what age Pascoe senior retired from the sea I have been unable to find out but when he did he obviously started working on the 
docks working his way up to dock master. He owned two boats the ”Nyria” and the ”Tit”, his enthusiasm for racing was intense and 
he figured in all the local regattas with phenomenal success. 

 
In George William’s latter years, he joined the Freemasons becoming a member of the Peace and Harmony Lodge in St Austell and in 
1897 became Worshipful Master. His wife, Catherine died on the 12th April 1917 and in the 1930’s Pascoe went to live with my grand-
father George Williams in East Hill and died on the 14th of May 1935. They are buried in Campdowns cemetery. 
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The Williams family outside the Dock Master’s 

house on Quay Road  

L to R. George, Pascoe, John (Jack) and Harry (3) 
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 What do you picture in your mind when someone mentions a cannon? No doubt, like most people, it is one that might be seen on 
any square-rigger, such as HMS Victory, with a stout metal barrel supported on a stepped timber carriage, resting on small timber 
wheels or trucks. However, by the end of the eighteenth century, when Charlestown Cliff Battery was first furnished with cannon, 
skeletal cast-iron carriages were becoming commonplace, with examples that can still be seen, from Woolpack Battery, The Garrri-
son, St Mary's, on the Isles of Scilly to Blenheim Pal-
ace, Oxfordshire. 
  
 
Getting to the point of this epistle, nay, canon, it has 
been a longstanding aim of Charlestown History Group 
to reinstate a cannon at the Battery as Phase 2 of the  
project (Phase 1 being the erection of a flagstaff), and 
the time, effort and investment demands that we get 
the specification right. For, as well as enhancing the 
amenity, it will provide wonderful educational oppor-
tunities and could actually be fired during significant 
events. But what were the original cannon like? Apart 
from knowing that until 1860 the first cannon were 
four 18-pounders, there is no evidence of what they 
looked like, and any information is sparce. 
  
 
 
 
 

An article in the CHG archive entitled Charlestown Gun Battery, states: 
 
“The cannon in the Battery at this time [1805] were four, iron, long 18 pounder guns, weighing 25 cwt each, mounted on wood-
en garrison carriages (ie. wooden mountings similar to those used on board men o'war, but with cast iron wheels, known as 
'trucks'). The guns were stored during bad weather and in the depths of winter (when it was unlikely that an invasion would 
take place) in the granite building... [next to the car park, now a craft shop] in the village, which has always been known as the 
'Gun Shed'. In here were the guns, their mountings, tools, equipment, wagon 'dillies', tackle, shot and powder. When required 
for practice, use or routine inspection, then the fife and drum men would probably have marched the length of Charlestown 
Road, calling out the Volunteers, who would drop what ever work they were doing, dashed off home to change into uniform and 
assemble at the Gun Shed. Here the regular army sergeant would take charge, arrange that the four cannon were hoisted up 
one at a time beneath the horse-drawn 'dilly' (a sort of four-wheeled, open framework cart, made of heavy beams, capable of 
taking the weight of the guns), dragged out into the yard, horses harnessed up, then the Company would march behind the 
wagon as it made its way up the then wide cliff path, leading to the Battery. On arrival, the large wooden door barring entry to 
the Battery would be unlocked, the wagon positioned end on to the entrance, the cannon lowered onto a set of wooden rollers, 
the wagon driven off away from the gun, then the Volunteers would drag and manhandle the cannon into the Battery alongside 
the granite (later concrete) platform, whilst the remaining men would unload the gun carriage from the top side of the 'dilly', 
along with the rammers, worms, ladles, crowbars, blocks and tackles, sheer-legs, shot, powder, prickers, linstocks, sand filled 
tubs and other items.” (4). 
 
 There are several points that are implausible: surely, if you were going to carry a heavy gun barrel one would rest it on top 
of the dilly, rather than suspending it from underneath. Yet the 'sling wagon' with its larger wheels appears to have been the 
standard way of transporting gun barrels any distance. Indeed, a picture of one can been seen in 'A Treatise of Artillery' by John 
Muller, first published in 1757, but it is only carrying a barrel, not the carriage as well. So would a similarly heavy gun carriage also 
be transported at the front of the dilly at the same time? This would be a major undertaking for a modern lorry. And why would a 
granite platform be replaced with less substantial concrete? The door that is referred to was at the top end of the Battery at the 
gateway, near where the present concrete bases are thought to have served much later guns. We know the original cannon were 
mounted at the lower, eastern end of the site, where investigations by CHG have revealed a thin hardcore standing mainly com-
posed of pieces of slate. 

T he Canon of cannons                                 by Pete Hancock                  

Continued on page 4... 

Cannons on cast iron garrison carriages, 

Isles of Scilly. (3) 
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T he Charlestown Leat Sign                                                    by Andy Trudgian  

 

The editorial of issue 5 of Digest contained information on a cast iron sign near the bridge 

at Boscoppa marking the crossing of Brockstone Road over the Charlestown Leat. At the 

time, whether the sign even existed or what was on it was unknown and part of the reason 

for the article was to stimulate further information. The piece pleasingly drew much inter-

est and we are very thankful to one reader who remembered the sign and was able to fill 

in its history.  

 

As reported, the sign was placed on the approach to the bridge. However, it did not have 

any detail on the leat itself and was in fact just a warning of a vehicle weight limit on the 

bridge and named the then County Council Clerk : Melville Mitchell. It is worth pointing out 

that Brockstone road at that time was a busy route for wagons heading to the coast laden 

with china clay from the pits on the hills to the north St Austell.  

 

The sign was particularly happily remembered as it provided a play item that attracted 

many local children who took great delight on bouncing up and down on the unusually an-

gled, horizontal element of the support post. The sign did indeed disappear when the 

bridge was strengthened and widened in the 1960s to cope with modern traffic. 

 
  
 

 

 
It has been found that the two original gun emplacements are of different sizes, the one to the south east being larger. It is there-
fore likely that here were positioned three of the guns, with one or two probably aimed out to sea, while the others protected the 
harbour mouth. 
 
If you wished to transport heavy guns up a steep slope large wheels would 
be preferrable. The small trucks would easily become stuck in mud or ruts, 
while large artillery wheels would be better able to cope. So surely wooden 
field carriages were more likely to have been employed, probably with 
easily detachable rear wheels of a similar size, known as limbers, the whole 
being more easily harnessed to beasts of burden. They were actually re-
ferred to as 'travelling carriages'. (5) 
 
Many west country ports have upturned cannon set in the harbourside 
serving as mooring bollards, with several examples at Polkerris. Indeed, 
there is one on the quay at Charlestown, beneath the Watch House. Such 
weathered pieces are usually of indeterminate origin, and some have been 
rescued and mounted on reproduction carriages. Like the originals. these 
are typically made of oak, ash, elm, sabicu or teak. 
 
The 18-pounder long guns produced for the Royal Navy were 9 feet long and weighed 42½ cwt. (2,159 kg). Their calibre was 138.7 
mm (5 3/8 ''). (6). However, the one on the quay at Charlestown has a 4-inch bore, ruling it out as one of the original guns from the 
Battery. Firing c. 5.8 lbs projectiles, it was probably of a later origin. 
 
They have also been described as garrison guns elsewhere, 4 perhaps dispelling any links with the navy. 
 
May be we should ask the question as to where the creator of the Battery, Charles Rashleigh, would have turned to when wishing 
to equip his fortification with suitable armament. As Lord Lieutenant he was responsible for the militiamen of the county, and able 
to muster them when required to do so by the King, as illustrated in a newspaper notice dated 17th September 1801. (7) Therefore, 
it is very likely that he knew who to contact to procure suitable weapons. For the moment such details remain illusive, so the re-
search will continue. 

from page 3... 

Cannon on a field carriage (3) 

Sketch of the unusual angled post on 

the sign which provided much fun 

for the local children. 
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In early July, the group held the first of its History High Tea events. We were blessed by good weather and the 30+ people who 

attended packed out the Galley who kindly hosted us. Everyone enjoyed an informal chat about some more offbeat and less well 

known aspects of Charlestown’s history, along with plenty of delicious cake and tea. 

 

After a short break, our events returned in September with a treasure hunt and many people enjoyed an hours walk around the 

village looking for clues linked to the village’s history.  

 

Work has continued over the summer on the groups main current project to improve 

Charlestown’s historic gun battery. A project which we quirkily refer to as “Battery Re-

charge“. A part of phase 1, which also included tree felling, vegetation clearance and 

general improvement works, was the planting of a new wildflower meadow this spring. 

Whilst the new meadow suffered a little from the dry weather, it still put on a good dis-

play considering this was its first year and will, for sure, bloom more strongly next year.   

 

The current main phase 2 of the battery project however, is the re-erection of a flagpole 

on the site. The summer has allowed us to finalise our plans for this and as we stand, 

subject to a final push on the fundraising of the expected £4,000 needed, we remain on 

track to see the flagpole erected in early spring next year.  

 

Several more work days are planned over the coming winter for group members and 

volunteers to join us and help continue to bring the battery back to life. The first of 

these, in early December, will be the planting of 400+ trees lining the path leading up 

from  the village and  joining  the 100+ already planted last winter. Work in January will 

focus on preparing the site for the new flagpole. 

 

 

If you’d like to help with the last push on fundraising for the flagpole, we’ve set up a crowdfund page. Any help you can give us 

would be very welcome and together we’ll have a flag flying over Charlestown again very soon.  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/flagpole 

You can find more information about the work of The Charlestown History Group on our website  
and you can contact us by email.  

curator@charlestownhistorygroup.com 

N ews from the Charlestown History Group   

Campion, Yarrow, Borage and 

Poppy at the battery in July 2023.  

 

The return of a flagpole at the battery will form a key part of celebrations planned to mark the 

bicentennial, in 2023, of Charles Rashleigh’s death.  

 

Charlestown’s founder died in March 1823 under a dark cloud of financial ruin and we believe 

he has never been fully or properly recognised for his contribution to Charlestown and the 

wider St Austell area. The events planned for 2023 will be an opportunity to put some of this 

right and to celebrate and remember Charlestown’s founder. 

 

We’ll bring you more information on what is planned and how you can get involved in the 

next issue of Digest due out in early January. In the meantime, the face of a young Charles 

Rashleigh is prominent on a new logo which will be used to theme the events. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/flagpole
mailto:curator@charlestownhistorygroup.com
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The Charlestown History Group’s mission is to protect 

and promote the unique and varied history and heritage 

of Charlestown for the benefit of current and future 

generations.  
 

We can do even more with your help, please do get involved, 

here’s how : 

• Join us by becoming a member of the group. 

• Join us at one of our events. 

• Volunteer your time to help us. Maybe helping us in the 
Archive or on a outside work day. All help is welcome. 

• Follow us on social media and keep on top of what is going 
on and what is planned.  

• Contribute relevant historical material to the community 
archive and library, where it will be protected for the ben-
efit of current and future generations. 

• Undertake historical research and add it to the history of 
Charlestown. 

• Submit a relevant historical article for publication in a fu-
ture issue of Digest. 

• Make a crowdfund donation to help us with our work. 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/charlestown-history-
group 

Community Archive 

The Charlestown Community History Archive and Library is 
open between 10am and noon every Tuesday. 
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Pens provided. Come along for a fun evening 

of general knowledge quizzing. 

Facebook Instagram 

Follow us :   Help us :   

Membership Donate 

“Battery Recharge” 
Sunday 4th December 2022. 10am-1pm. 

Join us for a few hours helping to plant trees and clear beside 

the path leading to the Gun Battery. Your hard work will be re-

warded by a warming mug of soup and refreshments after-

wards. Please bring gloves, spades, loppers, secateurs etc & 

wear suitable clothing. Meeting at Coastguard Lane at 10am. 

Finish up in The Galley at 12.30pm.  

F  orthcoming Events Programme                                                          G et involved 

Christmas Fun Quiz and CHG Social 
Thursday 24th November 2022. 7pm.  

Come along to the Pattern Hall for a fun evening of quizzing. £10 

per team of 4. Refreshments provided. In support of the RNLI 

who will have Christmas cards and Calendars available for sale. 

Pre entry advised. Buy tickets online 

“Battery Recharge” 
TBA in January 2023. 

Work to prepare the site for the new flagpole. 

St Piran’s Pasty Supper History 

Talks 
Thursday 2nd March 2023. 7pm.  

A proper Cornish event. Tuck into a pasty supper and enjoy an 

evening of talks on subjects relating to Charlestown’s  

fascinating history. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/charlestown-history-group
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/charlestown-history-group
https://www.facebook.com/charlestownhistory/
https://www.instagram.com/charlestownhistorygroup/
https://www.charlestownhistorygroup.com/membership
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/charlestown-history-group
https://charlestownhistorygroup.com/events-2/

